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What is reduplication?

“Reduplication refers to a word formation process that
repeats all or part of a word or phrase.”

(Urbanczyk, 2007:473)




English contrastive focus reduplication

“But do you like her, or do you LIKE-like her?”

“I'll make the tuna salad, and you make the
SALAD-salad.”

(Ghomeshi et al., 2004)




English schm- reduplication

fancy-schmancy
breakast-schmeakfast

breakfast-schmreakfast




Why study reduplication?

Meaning: What is the reduplication used to express?

Form: What material gets copied, and in what ways
does the copy resemble or differ from the base?
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Reduplication in Umatilla ICiSkiin

Variety of types found in the lexicon

Understanding how it works is useful for learners &
teachers




Reduplication in Umatilla ICiSkiin

1. Initial consonant reduplication

Reduplication Meaning Simplex

cf. taxs, willow

ttixs willow
) (Nez Perce)
] cf. kskis little, small
; little, small .
kkis (singular/

(distributive) individuative)




Reduplication in Umatilla ICiSkiin

2. Internal reduplication

Reduplication Meaning Simplex

Hwiway very slow cf. tway, slow




Reduplication in Umatilla ICiSkiin

3. Partial reduplication or reduplication plus

morpheme
waswasnu chicken (cf. miimanu, owl)
tkawkaw Oregon grape




Reduplication in Umatilla ICiSkiin

4. Full reduplication

Reduplication Meaning Simplex Meaning
kusikusi dog kasi horse

Including examples with derivational suffixes, which
don’t participate in reduplication:

Reduplication Meaning Simplex Meaning

jump up and

AupAupn down

Aupn jump once




Previous descriptions

“There are two types of noun and verb duplication,
one being simple duplication to express distributive
plural number and one [...] occurring hand in hand
with consonant changes to express diminutive
nuances. A few rare duplications seem to express
other ideas, but they represent processes of no
great moment in the language; [...]. The others are
undoubtedly survivals; some serve to express ideas
of augmentation or intensification.”

(Jacobs, 1931:135)



Previous descriptions - Nez Perce

For Nez Perce, Aoki provides a huge number of
examples.

“Complete reduplication seems to be by far the most
productive type. It may occur with nouns, or with
denominative adjectives.”

(Aoki, 1963)

Plenty to look into!



Umatilla Dictionary
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Full reduplication in Umatilla ICiSkiin

Full reduplication
230 examples

m Noun, 164 (71%)
m Adj/Adv, 37 (16%)
Verb, 27 (12%)

m Other, 2 (1%)




How is reduplication used to form words in I€iSkiin?




Meaning - reduplication

Is there a non-reduplicated form?

B Simplex exists
~ No simplex




Meaning - reduplication of nouns

Noun subcategories (total 164)
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Meaning - Distributive/plural

Reduplicated word Reduplicated | Simplex form Simplex
meaning meaning
o a bunch of .
Noun niitniit niit house
houses
. have sores »
Verb tquxtquxn tquxn to chafe
quAtqu (of a horse) qu>
striped with ,
Adj/Adv xtixili two or more XHi striped
stripes

Animate nouns can use a plural suffix, -ma.

Other ways to indicate distributive plural on a verb exist.



Meaning - Iterative - repeated action

Reduplicated word Reduplicated | Simplex form Simplex
meaning meaning
Noun PXWIPXWI worries PXWin to think
, to jump up , :
Verb AUpPAuUpN and down AUpn to jump once
Adj/Adv| kikanakikana | _WoPPIY, : :
staggering




Meaning - Diminutive - something small

With consonant symbolism sometimes

Reduplicated word Reduplicated | Simplex form Simplex

meaning meaning
a little shack,

Noun liithiit a bunch of niit house
little shacks

Verb - - - -
. , , crazy,
Adj/Adv palaypalay forgetful palay ntoxicated




Meaning - Intensification - adj/adv

Reduplicated word Reduplicated | Simplex form Simplex
meaning meaning
Noun - - - -
Verb - - - -
Adj/Adv cdacaa very close caa near




Meaning - Onomatopoeic - imitating a sound

Reduplicated word Reduplicated | Simplex form Simplex
meaning meaning
Noun akak goose - -
. to bark (of
Verb wakwakn ( - ]
dog)
Adj/Adv XWEXWS stretchy - -




Meaning - Other/unclear

Reduplicated word Reduplicated Simplex form Simplex
meaning meaning
Noun Suxasuxa wild mint - -
. to take along,
Verb nana aong - -
to carry
Adi/Adv | gayxduyx long and : :
J quyxquy> cylindrical




Meaning - Summary

Some meanings are common across part of speech:

Noun Verb Adj/Adv
Distributive / / /
lterative / / /
Onomatopoeia / / /
Diminutive / /
Intensification /

Some meanings are not clear, or may reflect more than
one of the above at once



Phonology

The two halves are not always identical!




Phonology - stress first or second half?

Aoki (1963) describes many patterns of reduplication in
Nez Perce, where the main stress may fall on the first
or second stem, with or without vowel lengthening
under stress.

For distributive reduplication:

“In the noun the entire word of noun complex is
duplicated, the accent falling within the first half.”

(Jacobs, 1931: 135)

I



Phonology - stress first or second half?

Stress location in reduplicated words

B Second
W First

Percent
2

All Ad MNoun Verb
Part of speech




Phonology - moving stress

“The accent in diminutive duplication is given to the
second syllable of the diminutive when the normal
form is bisyllabic.”

(Jacobs, 1931:137)
May vary dialectally as well:

“The Sahaptin word for ‘dog’ is kusikusi in the
Northwest cluster and kusikusi in the Columbia River
and Northeast clusters...”

(Aoki, 1995:20)



Phonology - moving stress

Reduplicated word Reduplicated Simplex |Simplex meaning
meaning form
- striped with two :
xHixtli . Xt striped
S or more stripes ' P
o rouse ,
wiwlUwiwlu J wiwnu | huckleberry
whortleberry
muklaymuklay housefly muxlay fly




Phonology - barred-i (i)

Vowel inventory:

=i i u-uu
a-aa

Hargus & Beavert (2002a,b) demonstrate /i/ is
predictable when unstressed (breaks up certain
consonant sequences)

Stressed /i#/ occurs when an underlying stress is not
associated with a vowel, and is deleted when that

stress moves.



Phonology - barred-i (i)

Reduplicated word Reduplicated Simplex |Simplex meaning
meaning form
ktaktu quickly kitu fast
alixalx wing
2 ugly, dirty s
milamla things mila bad, ugly
ildli (Stpedwithtwo) o, striped
or more stripes
e tipi canvas, - :
XHixH blue striped xHi striped
cf. xlak ‘many, much’




Phonology - deletion of identical C

Sequences of identical consonants are both released.
One is usually, but not always, deleted in full reduplication.

Sequences of identical consonants can occur across a morpheme

boundary
mis -Sukwa Stukstuks cf. Stuks ‘trap’
hearing-know
‘understand’ ‘spider web’
awt -t -pama tiitiit (no simplex)
taboo-NOM-place
‘area to separate oneself ‘killdeer’
when someone dies’
ta’atta’at ‘redside shiner’

Aoki (1963:43) notes the same for Nez Perce.




Phonology - glottal stops

All V-initial words are pronounced ’V (as in Nez Perce)

This optionally (or for some speakers) appears in the
reduplicated form

Reduplicated word AItern_ate_ Reduplipated
pronunmatlon meaning
akpayakpay akpay’akpay kidney
axsaxs axs’axs dentalium
- isxin?isxin side fins

A glottal stop obligatorily breaks up vowel hiatus

ala’ala nettles

I




Conclusion

Many things happening, but dictionary examples don’t
always provide enough data to see a pattern

Worth asking speakers about productive uses to test
some theories of what's going on in the phonology

Future work could also cover other types of (partial)
reduplication



kwatanawasamatas

Link to slides & database
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