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Consonants (21) Vowels (5-6)
bcdfghjklmnpqgrstvwxyz aeiouly)
American English phonemes
Consonants (24) Vowels (12)
pb td kg Ii ou
¢j el ) fo]$)
fv 00 sz $7 ® (A) (0)
m n n a
I J y w

According to Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General _American_English

Sierra Miwok phonemes

Consonants (15) Vowels (6)(x2)

o t t ¢ k ? i/ T/ u/u:
s 3 h e/e: o/o:

m n n a/a:

w | y

According to Golla (2011) California Indian Languages, pg. 161, based on Sierra Miwok from

Freeland 1951, Broadbent 1964.

Mono phonemes

Consonants (14-20) Vowels (6)(x2)

o t C k kw ? i/ T/ u/u:

® © G W W e/e: a/a: o/o:
s X h

m n n (n")

w y

According to Golla (2011) California Indian Languages, pg. 177, based on Western Mono from

Loether 2003.

Yokuts phonemes

Consonants (33-35) Vowels (5-7)(x2)
p t t c ¢ k ? i/ (/1) u/u:
p" th th ch ¢ kh e/e: (9/9:) o/o:
p’ t t’ c ¢ Kk’ a/a:
s s X h
m n (n)
m n (n)
w I y
w | y

According to Golla (2011) California Indian Languages, pg. 154, from Newman (1944), mostly based

on Yowlumni.
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A quick guide to some symbols used in the phoneme inventories:

Vowels are pronounced “like in Spanish/Italian”

a = “ah” like in father.
e = “ey” like in hey.

i =“ee” like in feed.

o = “oh” like in boat.

u = “ooh” like in food.
2 = “uh” like in banana.

If it’s written double, or has a colon after, the vowel is long.
00, O:

A few consonants:

§ =“sh” as in shape.

¢ =“ch” asin cheer.

c =“ts” asin cats.

t =‘t" with the tongue curled back — Wukchumni ‘tr’
X = a louder, throatier ‘h’ sound. Like German Bach.
n =“ng”, as in fishing
k, g = always ‘hard’, as in kit, gap

Other symbols:

? = Glottal stop, like in “uh-oh”. (also written:’)

t’ = An apostrophe means a sound is an ejective — popping or clicky.
W = A tilde means a sound is nasal.

i =Two dots on an ‘i’ is made with the tongue more central.

U =Two dots on a ‘u’ is made with lips unrounded.

kM = A little ‘h’ means there’s a puff of air after.

k™ = A little ‘W’ means a sound is rounded, like in quick.
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Activity ideas for teaching sounds and writing

. Game: Find the first letter

Get students to practice listening -- students hear a word in the language,
and have to identify what letter it starts with.

They can do this by running up to the board to point at where all the letters
are written, or holding up a card with the letter on it, or moving to one side
of the room (designated as a specific sound).

The game can be made more challenging by making students write the
letter themselves, or write the whole word they hear.

. Game: Telephone

Get students to practice pronunciation by repeating a word to another
student. They need to say it right for the other student to understand and
pass it on correctly.

. Game: Write English with your alphabet
Have the students practice thinking about sounds by asking them to write
English words in the language.

. Game: Readers and writers

Practice reading, speaking, listening, and writing all at once. Prepare a list
of words or sentences and put them on a paper outside the classroom, or
away from the students.

Students work in pairs: one reader and one writer.

The reader goes to the paper to read the words or sentences written there.
They remember those and go back and tell them to the writer. The writer
writes down what they hear. Whoever is first to have written down all the
words or sentences correctly, is the winner. Switch roles.



